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Recommendation No. RECOMMENDATION

AGITI

50

8

The proposed recommendation requires a centralized IT approach related to the ongoing development of Electronic Medical
Record (EMR) and Exchange technology for DHH agencies, LSU hospitals, and the Division of Administration.  Information
received from the state CIO indicates this recommendation is anticipated to generate savings of an indeterminable amount as
a result of IT infrastructure consolidation.  Specifically, savings may result from efficiencies and of economies of scale
associated with discount pricing (discount costs by offering volume), staff time and support, duplicative network maintenance
contracts, and duplicative hardware and software purchases.

Note:  The Louisiana Health Care Quality Forum (LHCQF) is currently charged as the state designated entity (through a
cooperative endeavor agreement with the Department of Health and Hospitals) to lead the planning efforts in applying for
Health Implementation Technology and Implementation Grants offered in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (stimulus bill).  It is assumed that this recommendation does not shift these duties and responsibilities to user
agencies, but simply recommends IT oversight in the infrastructure development process.

Fiscal Note

Streamline recommendation proposes to implement a single infrastructure for external health care initiatives.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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